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FALKNER. In his
TUIOMAS of the Rio Negro

largest river of Pata-goi- f

a. It is not only the larg-

est river of Patagonia but, next to the
La Plata and its two large tributaries,
which do not, however, belong to Ar-

gentina alone, the largest of the Ar-

gentine Republic. Roughly speaking,
it drains a large triangular piece of
territory lying between 30 and 42 de-

grees of latitude south, with the base
folloving the line of the watershed be-

tween Chile and Argentina and the
apex resting at the mouth of the river
on the Atlantic toast just south of
the fortieth parallel of latitude. Pal l-

iner
in

fives qi.ite f: list of names for this
strcai.i, of whir h the Indian name of
Curu Lo'jvu has been retained to this
day in the Spanish translation of Rio
Negro.

It is not to be wondered at that the
Spaniards neglected th; iuhoepitnblo
coast of southern Argentina in thoso
early days of conquest and settlement.
No one could be expected to settle
down in an unattractive and desert
country white there was an unlimited
supply of more desirable lands closer
at hand and to be had only for the
asking or taking. It is only when the
good land has become exhausted and
when railroads and science make tho
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desert more accessible and more eay
and certain of remunerative develop-
ment that the eyes of the colonist are
turned toward the less attractive,
says Walter Fischer In the Bulletin of
the n Union.

The most convenient method of
reaching the valley today is for the
traveler to take the train which leaves
Buenos Aires at C:37 in the evening,
arriving at Uahia Blanca at 9:25 the
following morning. Leaving Bahia
Blanca again at 9:55 on one of the tri-
weekly trains he reaches Neuquen at
10:35 that night; there he passes the
night in a hotel or Inn, leaves at 5:20
In the morning and gets to the end of
the line on a mixed freight and pas-
senger train at either 10:30 or 12:45
noon, according to which of the bi-

weekly trains he happens to have
taken.

Crossing the Rio Colorado, a rather
shallow and rapid stream, tho railroad
follows the river for about 75 miles
and then strikes southwesterly across
the first narrow place to the Rio
Negro, which it reaches at Choele
jchoel. From Choele Choel the trav-
eler follows the valley of the Rio
Negro, which Is wider below that point
and continues to narrow as one ap-

proaches Neuquen.
River Is Dark and Swift.

We are more particularly concerned
with that part of the valley extending
eastward one degree of longitude, or
about sixty miles, from the juncture
of the two rivers to the small station
of Chlchlnales. The valley Is narrow
here, not more than ten miles from
bluff to bluff, with the fertile, Irrigable
land north of the river about half that
width at its widest and narrowing
down to almost nothing where the
rivers meet. The Rio Negro Itself Is a
dark and silent, deep and rapid
stream; a steamer is said to take only
as many hours to make the down trip
as it takes days to ascend the swift
current.

The melting of the Cordllleran
snows of.en causes considerable worry
to the inhabitants, but there bare been
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no floods of any magnitude since the.
great inundation of 1899 caused tha
town of General Roca to be moved
from the old site of the fort near the
present station of Rio Negro to a
safer location about two miles away.

The winds of the southern Pacifc
lose most of their moisture on cow-
ing in contact with the cold peaks of
the Cordilleras and ',h ?n sweep dowT
across the Ptason.n tableland? lilt e
an ocean gale.' TV. jy often last for
days, obscuring the iky and landscape,
with cIcjJs of ('uc;t ind nro at times of
such vcloci! - as t. hurl small-siz'.'-

pebble?, bit. they are moft frequent
sjirirj; and sinnm r, jind when once

ever '.ve soon forgotten in the delight-fi'-

weather which otherwise prevails.
warm or vry hot clays, according to

the tine of year, usually with broczo
and cord nights always, with the tcm
perature seldom below 20 degrees F
in winter. The climate most closed
resembles that of the interior of the
state of Washington. As snow seldom
falls, tho abundance of ve rdure which
follows every winter rain is available
for grazing cattle 'and sheep.

Good Place for Hunters.
Hunting is very good, as many kinds

of game are plentiful; the guanaco,
the small silver fox, the skunk, the
Fatagonlan hare, three species of
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armadillo (the peludo, -- pk.hl and
mclita), and three species 'At gopher
or prairie-doglik- e rodents (the

the tucutuco and the quise)
are abundant in the validly, while oth-
er species of game are common in
the mountains not fa away; in the
river are otter and plenty of lish.

The Inhabitants &rp as cosmopolitan
a lot as is to be found almost any-
where. As in the nreater part of Ar-
gentina, the Italiaiy predominates on
the farms and thfe Spaniard in the
small towns; there are a few Ger-
mans, English and Scandinavians, in
fact practically every country in Eu-
rope Is represented, usually by Immi-
grants of the humbler classes; the na-
tive Argentine Is represented by a few
of the gaucho olass and by wealthy
landowners wtfo possess palatial
homes and spond much of their time
in Buenos Alros; and there is quite a
sprinkling of Chileans who have
filtered in through the mountains from
their own country near by, and the
Indian has by no mean become ex-

tinct.

Fruit Prospects There.
A great impetus as given to set-

tling and farming by several droughts
and crop failures in other parts of
Argentina which drove up the price of
alfalfa, a crop which was absolutely
guaranteed Under irrigation. Other
crops such ait wheat, barley, and to a
slight extent maize, are grown, but
lately the planting of the vine has as-

sumed enonjaous proportions. There
are vineyards of nearly 1,000 acres
and several wine presses, have been
erected, onojat Roca having a capac-
ity of 3,000 hogsheads. Sheep and cat-
tle coming Vrom the mountains and
from across the desert are bought,
fed and ther shipped on again; hogs,
too, are raised locally; the drying of
the natural pastures in summer does
not, however permit of local ranch-
ing. Fruits of all kinds grow well
and are belnfr planted, so that in gen-
eral the sma 1 and mixed farm is on
the increase.
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AJthi; OCCASION
FREOUEN LY BY
KNOCK N OFF
WORK ANCL HOLD- -

ING FUNER
SOME B0RYvTPJElR
deAd,
THEM ANDSOiilE
FEED THE. CORPSES
TO BUZZARDS.
7

N'DIA beats tiio world tor the
number ui.cl variety of its New
Year days and tills is bo be-

cause of the kirn' number of
race.", ana religions.

When a traveler who expects to
spend some time in the country goes
to the bank with his letter of credit,
usually a card is handed l.iru on which
Is primed the various holidays This
is for his convenience, so that he
will not let himself get out of funds
and go to the bank in a hurry, only
to lind it closed on account of some
holiday. The holiday ;uay be Chris-
tian, Mohammedan or that of any one
of the numerous Hind" sects.

When the usual card as given me
in Bombay, eays a writei 1 noted tho
number of these holiday which were
ascribed to New Year. 'J v.ey did not
exactly bear out tho humorous de-

scription of every day in the year as
a New Year day, but there seemed
hardly a month of the Christian calen-
dar which did not havo at lea&t one
New Year designated, and in some
months there wero more.

Kaleidoscopic Bombay observes all
these New Year days because the
Btream of Asiatic life which circulates
through it includes ail the civilization
and all the races and religions of the
Orient, with some additions frcm the
Occident. The spirit Is one of cath-

olicity.
All the races and all the religious

sects observe the New Year of tho
Christian calendar, because British
rule of India is reflected In this day;
but they also observe the New Y'ear of
the different races and religions
among themselves, at least to tho ex-

tent of knocking olY work.
Whether in Bombay or Benares, the

monkey temple has its throng of Hin-

du worshipers, and the Mohamme-
dans often are not unwilling to share
In tho observance to the extent of
foregoing their business activities.
The Hindus on their part are apt to
think it a shame to work on a Moham-

medan New Year day when tha Mos-

lem population may be thronging the
Jumma Musquid mosque. So it goes
all round the circle of New Year holi-

days.
There is a simple arithmetical meth-

od of calculating the time from the
Heglra in the terms of the Christian
era, but the easier way is to accept
without question the fact that such
and Buch a day is the New Y'ear of
the Mohammedan era. Similarly, the
New Y'ear of the Buddhists and the
Brahmins and the Jains and the Sikhs
may be accepted without bothering
about the calendar.

The British New Year in Bombay,
or Calcutta, or Delhi is much the
same as in England.

While the Christian New Year is
formal and stately on account of Brit-
ish authority, it has less standing than
tho New Year of the Parsees, because
it is a single day's observance, while
tho Parsees take two days. The year
I happened to be In Bombay was the
Parsee YazdezardI, 1276, and the New
Year days came on September 13 and
14.

On this day I was afforded the op-

portunity of witnessing the Parsee re-

ligious observances, or Zoroastrlan
services. It was in the Allbless Bagh,
on the Charni road. Tttelr churches
or templeB of worship are free from
architectural pretensions without and
within. They are more like an ordi-
nary hall.

In this temple the women were gath-
ered at one end of the room and the
men at tho other end. In the space
between was a stand holding a lamp
with the eternal fire under glass. The

KNOWN FACTS

Phrenology was at one time for-
bidden hj law, as being dangerous to
religion.

The ronsumptlon of salt in the Uni-
ted States amounts to almost 100
pounds per capita.

One bricklayer can lay about 1.600
or 1,600 bricks in a day of ten hours,
leaving the joints rough.

Financially the United 8tates Is
Itronger than any other country on
the face of the earth.
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flamo was very clear. A venerable
bearded priest stood beside tho lamp.
His discourse was earnest and solemn
Hoth man and woman hearers were
very attentive.

Tho ceremonies of worship are quite
cimple, but the mysteries of the faith
may bo less so. The Farsees who
havo been educated In England and
uany of those who.-?- English educa-
tion has been obtained in Fotnbay
reseut the designation of fire worship-
ers.

One of them pave me a monograph.
written by a Parsee barrister in Lon-
don, which explained tho creed or tho
followers of Zoroaster as one of good
thoughts, rjood words and good deeds,
with the sacred flame as a symbol of
the effulgence of the deity. It is not
denied, however, that contact with
Hindus and Mohammedans has caused
corruptions to creep into the creed.
The Hindus and Moslems regard the
Farsees as flro worshipers.

It was on a New Year day that 1

drove out to Malabar hill, where are
located tho Towers of Silence, or the
Farsee cemetery. Every traveler takes
this drive. It Is past the other ceme-
teries, Christian and Mohammedan
burial grounds and the Hindu burning
ghat. The cemetery of the Christians
t3 no longer used, but on almost any
day there will be Mohammedan fu-

nerals and Hindu cremations.
On this day there wero two Moham-

medan funcral3 and three parties of
Hindu mourners, with their respective
burdens at the burning ghat.

Malabar hill is the choice ipot over-
looking the Arabian sea. ithin tho
cemetery grounds are flagstone steps,
shaded walks and arbors and bowers.
A luxuriant vegetation covers tho
rocks, and there is everything that
goes to make a beautiful garden of
flowers.

The towers of Silence, of which
there are five, are hardly, towers at
all. They are about 275 feet in cir-

cumference and perhaps 25 feet high.
The material Is whitewashed stone
and cement or mortar. A near ap-

proach to the towers is not allowed
to strangers to tho Parsee creed, nor
is entrance permitted to tho fire tem-

ple, where the sacred fire is kept alive
and seven kinds of incense are burned.

A model of tho towers is shown In
the registry room and an attendant ex-

plains them to visitors. The attend-
ant explained to me tho circular rows
in which tho bodies were placed one
for the children, one for the women
and one for the men. When the bodies
have been stripped of their fleshly
covering by the vultures, which takes
perhaps half an hour, the bones re-

main for a while, and are then
dropped into a well In the center,
which Is provided with drains and
water flushes. Charcoal is the chief
purifier.

On this New Year day there was a
Farsee funeral, which could be ob-

served only at a respectful distance.
There were the four professional body
bearers, with the bier on their shoul-

ders, and a procession of perhaps fifty

High Financier.
Bhe What did Jinks do with bis

summer hotel?
He Rented it for a munitions fac-

tory. Now, I guess the fire Insurance
companies will come across. Albany
Argus.

Two Reasons.
Mr. Slack Loan me two bits, will

yo sah?
Mr. IJaggy Sorry, sah. but I Isn't

got none, and, 'sides, I alms to spend
dc yuh two bits muhse'f.
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mourners in thojr white robes walking
two abreast, each pair holding a hand-
kerchief. The I'argee accounts say
that the body is received by two beard-
ed attendants at the entrance to the
towers, and that by thorn the shroud
i3 removed and then vultures do the
rest. This is probably what happened
that day.

All I could note on this occasion was
a sudden movement of the vultures
in tho palm trees. There seemed to
be hundreds of them. They paused
for a minute on the outer edge of one
of the towers and then disappeared
within. In a lew minutes they re- -

appeared.
The Farsee method of disposing of

tho dead is, perhaps, as the Farsees
Kay, more sanitary than tho Christian
burial in the earth, or even than the
Hindu cremation. It meets the tenet
of their faith that fire, water and earth
are too sacred to be polluted. But
tho western mind cannot become ac-

customed to it.
In conclusion, it may bo said that

there aro other New Year observ-
ances in India betides the Now Year
of the Christians, Mohammedans, Hin-

dus and Parties. There Is a Chinese
colony in Dentinck street, Calcutta, and
the ("hinese there observe the New
Year as they do in the United States,
r. in uny other section of the world
in which they are found.

AUSTRIAN YOUTHS IN WAR

The Austrian newspapers are devot-
ing considerable space at present to
the part played by schoolboys In the
present war. They aro affectionately
termed the "war boys" and in the op-

erations in eastern Gallcla they were
of great assistance to the troops.

In some of the artillery battles, es-

pecially those which centered around
Czernovltz and Weinberg, schoolboys
In largo numbers braved the shells and
carried water and ammunition for the
troops.

After a battle they would go over the
field and gather pieces of shrapnel and
the shells of cartridges to be made
over again into ammunition. Occa-
sionally a boy thus sacrificed his lifo,
but this did not deter the ardor of his
companions.

lany of the boys followed the in-

fantry regiments and fought and slept
with the soldiers In the trenches. The
boys who remained at home took the
place of their fathers and brothers who
wero at the front.

The story is told of a fourteen-year-ol- d

youngster who all alone managed
the biggest hotel In Czernovltz. He
looked personally after his own cashier
and bookkeeper. Other boys peddled
goods among the soldiers and so
earned a good living for their mothers.

Some became guides, and many arr

army automobile had as guide a bright
schoolboy who sat beside the chauf
fear and showed him the right road.

It Is said that when the history of
this war is written the schoolboys of
Austria will deserve a prominent place
in its pages.

Playing Safe.
"Is it best to drink water before,

during or after meals?"
"That question has never been defi-

nitely settled," answered the other
man. "Indeed, there has always been
so much doubt on the subject that I
am ratber inclined to avoid water as
a beverage."

Ouchl
"The price of quinine has doubled

since the war started."
"Yes, that is one of the bitter things

.bout the war."

TO STOP TERRIBLE

RHEUMATIC PAINS

Gt a box of true Mustarlnw in the
orltrinal I n frr n limit cnnlH
ut clrutfKist. Ituli It on the lntlaiix-i- i

Joints or inuscl'S, und tl.itt ulfiont uti-b-

ruble uuony wil. ; ut once.
No rheumatic cui'icrcr can afford to

bo without tru Murtatinp. or it never
luils to Kiv blesxed relief. I'st- - it for
ficIir-- or pains anywhere, and for pore
thmnt. bronchitis uiid jlurisy. There's
relief in every rub It ptops pain anilcongestion. True Mustarine Is made, bv
Eegy iltdlciue Co., Koca&tfter. a. l

It Did And It Didn t.
With a groan and a unort the ex-

press stopped at the wayside utatirx,,
bucause the signal stood ut danger.

On the platform stood a number of
passengers waiting Tor th next train

a alow. Glad of the ohiiK of trav-
eling more quickly, they byii to
open the carriage door and ertor.

The puard'H faro turned purple wilh
wrath. Rushing wildly along, he sig-

naled to the daring passenger to
back.

"Stand away, there!" he ordered.
"Stand away! This train doesn't slop
here!"

HEAL YOUR SKIN TROUBLES

Vith Cuticura, the Quick, Sure and
Easy Way. Trial Free

Uathe with Cuticura Soap, dry and
apply tho Ointment. They etop itch- -

' ing Instantly, clear away pimples,
j blackheads, redness end rouhne23, re-- I

move dandruff and bealp irritation,
heal red, rough and tore hands as
'fll as r;io.-- t bahv skin troubles.

Froe scinpln each by n.ail with Peck.
.A'k'rss postciini, t'ulic.'i.'ra, Dept. ij,
Ucstcn. told everywhere. Adv.

Expression of Gratitude.
"Have you been reading ihc war

news?'"
"Yes," replied Miss Cayeiwi'-- . "And

I min t say one tlii;'r for tl;c
They have done cvorythiii in lii'inaii
power to :.nare our feelii.g by niak-in-

the tenors of war vs iniin'erext-in- g

as pojsible."

To Prevent the jrip
Coltis enme drip I.axativ liM.nio Ouinine re-
trieves the cause i lirre is only cue "lilt mo
Ouiuine.' E. V. (jKOYh S tnature n boi a.iC.

The Real Thing.
Little Lemud What id a miser,

paw ?

Paw A miser, eon, is a pocket edi-

tion of mankind.

A genius is usually a person who
hns the reputation that, he could do
worideffu! thin.'?!, if only

. Y- is;

ALCOHOL-- 3 PF.U OF. NT.
AVcuiclablcrivpainMonfarAs-siniilafiilh- e

food mid Ifctfuhv
fir.4 Ihc Stiunaclisfnd Howls cf

r Ti t I if .il ' 'I

rnHnclcsl)i'4i,:ilion.Cl:tvrfuI-nes- s

;md Rc.st.ConIi.ias neither
OphinvMorphinc nor Mineral
INOT NAItCOTIC.

Pumpkin Sdhe Strvut
JfoeuU SoJUi

1H CarlnnnUSoJa
Wftrtn Stud
1 1art fun! Suyir 1

Vuittrmtn tlavoel
A perfect Remedy rotTiMsfTplF

lion. .Sour SfonwcliDiarrhoca,,
Worms, rcvcristmcs.s iirul

loss of Sleep
tlQOW JaC'Sirnile SijJnatureCf

50 The Cktaur CompantIV
fttY New wric

f. 0 Itu. V4A..vV4SU.I A . 4

Exact Cop v of Wrapper

Not Satisfactory.
"George kissed me for the first

time last evening."
"lie told me it was the last time."

Mot Gray Itrntrs hat Tired Eyea
make us look older than w are. Krep
your Kyes yoiinn nnd you will took young.
After the Movies Murine Your Kyes. In'ttll your age. Murine Eye Remedy Co.,
Chicago, Bends Eye Kook on request.

Ab a rule those who exist on un-

cooked foods have an uncooked ap-
pearance.

Piles Relieved by First Application
And cured In 6 to m Uyi by PAZO OINTMENT,
the urtiverial remedy for all form of file,
LrogitU refund money If it fails. $oc

Ever notice that boys never tie tin
cans to a bulldog's tall? A bulldog
won't stand for such foolishness.

7C REAMHI Separator OIL la enMtly. Yon
V'r"l rte qnantittea 730 time aIII year. WK dm one pint ONCE
I J year all Inaid of Fopnrator
L with onr Automatic Oiler

Bearing. Reaaonable price; tlta any Hepa-ratu- r.

Booklet free. Amenta wanted.
THE J. L. BLODCETT CO Hickory. N. C

The Difference.
The miftrc-- of the house found

Truda, the cool:, very busy vrlttng
nt the kitchen table, though it wp

past timo for Retting dinner. For a
half minute perhaps she watcl:?d the
laborious process of literary cornio
sition. Then the spoke v. 1th

"How much longer." fdie exclaimed,
"are you going to be over that be?
garly post card?" Trudu looLrd up
Indignantly.

"lleggarly post card!" he said.
"Heggarly post card! I'd have yon
know that this in no beggarly pst
card! Not much! It is a fi'-'- rost
card. It is to the exempt
llieronymus Woinierl, with the Third
Havariau army corps. Fifth Favnrlan
Division, Fourteenth regiment of in
fantiy, Second company."

One Mai's Wisdcrrj
Said She What do you think of

that singrY high note?
Paid He I can't indorse it.

Make the Liver
Do its Duty

Nine times in ten when the livrr Is
right the stomach and bovel3 are ri0fhtr
CARTER'S LITTLE Z&sk
LIVEIt PILIS
gen 1 y but fi rml y ct m- - J' V -

pel a lazy liver tV4;i CARTERSdo its dutv,
f

tipa lion, In-y;- 'r V" ?'
dlgeeUon, 'VJU hi
Sick r.frIIf,4larIi
tr.il Diittesn Aflrr Fating.
S.VIALL riLL, SMALL UCiH, S.' 'AI.L I'lXICE.

j Genuine must uar Si;;i;at:iru
-- -

Fcr Varices; t Vc'ns r.d I'! :.rj 17. fior
' rboids Cf'JIoii nc.uias, f'. .: -- l Uwtll'
lings. A b c c s s Sorei, i c u a

The famous anil unexcelled r.nti.-:cptic- :

and germicide, .nly a few drops
at an appli.uion. So niarveluuly pow--- I

erful that Enlarged Olan Is, Wens arcl
Varicocele dinppeur with its use. FricC

' $1.00 sent anywhere charges l 06
receipt of price.

Gci.crcjus s: t::v lo op. rerc:;.t Kv Irom

CLoii'ic:! Go.,Ce?t.V,R:c!ies:6r,N.Y.

HAIR DALSAM
" V'.k' ' A toilet trp.irVM'a ,f :J. .- t t 1 ...:. t.,i rtriwl.. Iai.nr: (T.

'." 1 r 'd, tieni ty toCroy cr Kac'"l Hair
f v.11n.in . It-- . .!:..

W. N. U., DETROIT, NO.

For Infanta ind CM!3rcn,

Mothers Know That
Genuine Gastorfn

Always
Bears tho

7 1

Siffnatme!--

ft Jri lir.

Use

or Over

Thirty Years

SB

Thousand Talce
this mild, family remedy to avoid illness
and to improve and protect their health.
They keep their blood pure, their
livers active, their bowels regular and
digestion sound and strong with

IKfMrlS
mm '

Larrw SaU ef Aoy Me4icio In iKa WorUt
Soi4 arerywhara, la boaaa, 10c 2&c

LACK
OPTBCSAN

J a

ataaa K.Cnleiiwn,WaHPATEflTSS niaranooa, iieet rtauaaa

MEN AND WOVFN tmwnrtlrf Imi otaktit
pi'r nxiney afllin4 our noma ! t.t. C.uilt iUUi. Wriu ttuMU-Kln- c Co., Lwpk, JU, Saivai, U
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